BROOKLYN VIBE
A project of sound art conceived and

curated by Ombretta Agró Andruff

Sound surrounds us all the time, waking and sleeping.  John Cage pointed out that there is no such thing as silence; even in a sound-proof, echo-free room, we still hear the rush of blood cells coursing through the capillaries in our ears.  From practically the time we are conceived until the time we moment we die; we live bathed in non-stop sound.  

This project is about tuning in to this force of nature and of art.  Its goal is to stimulate the public to pay more attention to the world of sounds and to learn to interact with it.   Its idea is to commission 6 international artists to create sound and music installations which will be positioned throughout the d.u.m.b.o. neighborhood during the 2005 d.u.m.b.o. art under the bridge festival.

Various sound systems will be positioned in transient sites such as parks, streets and lobbies, as well as in indoors locations (55 Washington Street on the 9th floor).  The sounds will surround common places and transform their atmosphere allowing the passer-by to experience them in a very new and unique way. 

Participating artists are: 
David Abir USA/Iran and Marie-Christine Katz, Switzerland, 
at 55 Washington, 9th floor
Michael Anderson, USA at 55 Washington, 9th floor
Jim Bell, Canada, at Brooklyn Bridge Park
China Blue, USA outside the d.a.c. at 30 Washington and 
at 55 Washington, 9th floor
Joe Diebes, USA at at 55 Washington, 9th floor
Atsushi Nishijima, JAP with a performance on Jay Street
About the curator: Ombretta Agrò Andruff has lived in New York City since 1998 where she works as an independent curator and art critic.  Born in Turin, Italy, in 1971 she graduated from the University of Art and Literature in Siena, Italy, in 1995.  Since then she has curated solo and group shows in Europe and the US collaborating with commercial galleries, museums, art festivals and art fairs such as Artists Space, GAle GAtes et al., Queens Museum of Art, Lower Manhattan Cultural Council, The Armory Show, The Miami Basel Art Fair, The Downtown Arts Festival, The d.u.m.b.o. art under the Bridge Festival and the Esso Gallery.  In Europe she worked with the Maze Gallery in Turin, the Maria Cilena Gallery in Milan, Italy, and PLAY Gallery in Berlin.  She is a New York contributor for Italian art magazines Arte Critica, Tema Celeste, and Label as well as collaborating with the New York-based, The Art Tribune and New York Arts Magazine.  She has written essays for several books and catalogues.

She has lectured at the Whitney Museum of American Art, Engine 27, the School of Visual Arts, the Pratt Institute, the New York University, the United Nations, and the Kingston University in London.                       

www.ombrettaagro.com, ombretta@ombrettaagro.com
